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the savior of his country; and the second vote
of 22 to 19 yielded a narrower majority for the
bill than the first had done. Thus the measure
perished.

The bank men received the veto with equanim-
ity. They professed to believe that the balderdash
in which the message abounded would make con-
verts for their side; they even printed thirty
thousand copies of the document for circulation.
Events, however, did not sustain their optimism.
In the ensuing campaign the Bank became, by its
own choice, the leading issue. The National
Republicans, whose nominee was Clay, defended
the institution and attacked the veto; the Jack-
sonians reiterated on the stump every charge and
argument that their leader had taught them. The
verdict was decisive. Jackson received 219 and
Clay 49 electoral votes.

The President was unquestionably right in inter-
preting his triumph as an endorsement of the veto,
and he naturally felt that the question was settled.
The officers and friends of the Bank still hoped,
however, to snatch victory from defeat. They
had no expectation of converting Jackson or of
carrying a charter measure at an early date. But
they foresaw that to wind up the business of the